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December 30, 1952 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD: 


Subject: Special Midday Meeting of PSB, 
11230 a.m., December 30, 1952, 
in %r. Bruce's office. 


Present: fevid K. %. Bruce 
W. Bedell Smith 
Thomas K, Finletter 
Alan G, Kirk 


The Hoard considered the draft reply to the letter from the 
Special Counsel to the President, Charles 3. Murphy, dated 
December 23, 1952. 


The Board made minor corrections in the draft as submitted, 
and directed Admiral Kirk to deliver same to Mr. Murphy at the 
White House, (This we done et 4130 p.m. this date, with the 
explanation regarding the lest paragraph. } 


The Board discuseed another item of speeiel interest to the 
Secretary of the Air Force. 


Alan G, Kirk. 


eo: General Smith 
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POR BEART SF ELESIUENTAAL STATUS 
OB BRSRERRG GAck 


I have given earnest consideretion to the resords in the case of 
duliue end Ethe] Rosenberg cml to the appeals for clemency made on 
their tehelf, ‘Theses two individusis heve been tried end canricted of 
a moet seriou: crime ageinet the people of the United itates. They 
heve been found guilty of conspiring with intent and reason to believe 
that 4% would be to the advantage of a foreign power, the USSR, to 
deliver to the agents of that foreign power certain highly secret 
atomic informetion relating to the national defence of the thited Otetes. 


The nature of the evine for which they heave been found guilty «nt 
sentenced far exceeds that of the taking of the life of another citizen; 
4% duvclves the deliberate betrayal of the entire nation and could very 
wall reeult im the death of weny, many thousands of innocent cltisens. 
Ry their sot these tw individuals have in fact tetrayed the cawe of 
freedom for vnich free wen are fighting ant dying at this very hour. 


We sre u mation under law and our effsire ore governed ty the just 
exeraise of theses las, ‘The courts heave provided every opportunity for 
the subatavion of evidence beering on this cause. In the time-honored 
tradition of American justics, « frealy selected jury of their fellow- 
@itivens considered the evidence in this onse and rendered ite juidguent. 
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A12 rights of apes) were exercised end the conviction of the trial 
court vas upheld after full judieisl reviev, inclading that of the 
highest eourt in the lend. 


I have made 2 careful ssaxincticn inte this eure and am antiefied 
that the two individuals have beon ascorded their full measure of 
justice. 


here has been neither nev evidence nar have there teen sdtigating 
strouetinces vith vould funtify altering thie deeision, ent I have 
determined that it ia ny duty, in the interest of the people of the 
Waited States, not to set anide the verdict of their representatives. 


/ Se ee eae ee aera er me 
the character of the crine for vhidh these two individuals sre being 
punished, I aa meking aveilatiie a swmery of the fasts in the care 
which has been prepared for mp by the Depertuent of Justice. _/f 
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